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Press Release

July 5, 2017
Green car maker Riversimple launches recruitment drive for 100 beta-testers

Welsh hydrogen car company Riversimple is recruiting 100 test drivers to take part in the first trial of its kind in the UK. 
Starting at the end of 2017, the 12 month beta-trial of its hydrogen-powered FCEV (fuel cell electric vehicle), Rasa, will launch around Abergavenny in Wales, complete with hydrogen refuelling point. 

The ground-breaking trial will enable drivers to directly influence the final design of the car and the service, which will be offered on a subscription basis - similar to a mobile phone contract.

Testers will be able to drive the two-seater eco-car for 1-3 months, as part of a unique initiative with Monmouthshire County Council.
Riversimple director Fiona Spowers said, “We’re looking for fellow trailblazers to drive our beautifully engineered cars in everyday situations. Our beta-testers are crucial to our plan, and will be shaping the future of our business and maybe the future of motoring for everyone.
“Their input will feed into the Rasa’s final design. We have a safe, brilliantly engineered prototype that has completely wowed the likes of Chris Evans. Now, we are refining the design for everyday life. In the spirit of open source development, beta-test drivers will also advise us on creating a seamless, wonderful experience for future customers.

“We are interested in local people who have a clean driving licence and who tend to use their car for local journeys. The Rasa has a maximum speed of 60mph, so it is not designed for long distance motorway travel. It’s licensed to be on the road, but not finalised for production. “

The test is partly funded by a €2m grant from the European Union and from a crowdfunding round earlier this year, which exceeded its £1m target. Another funding round is planned.

Riversimple is the world’s only independent hydrogen car company and is currently the only business of its kind to adopt a circular business model, reducing waste and recycling parts wherever possible.

It will offer the Rasa on a service contract – with customers paying a monthly direct debit, with a fixed cost and mileage charge. Riversimple will pay for hydrogen, insurance and all maintenance, including tyres, representing good value as the car ages.

Spowers said: “Driving is such an emotive, vital thing to many of us – our zero-emission cars offer the joy of driving, but with none of the hassle of ownership depreciation, dirty taxes and servicing extras. Our aim has always been to produce a car which is available to the many, not just the well-off and feedback from the trial will help to ensure we achieve this.”

The company is planning to install a hydrogen refuelling point in one of the main car parks in Abergavenny. Refuelling is simple, with a self–service pump and takes less than five minutes. Drivers attach a hose to the car, step back to the pump and press a button to fill the tank with 1.6kgs of hydrogen, lasting 300 miles. No money changes hands when you refill – the bill goes directly to Riversimple.

The company’s dedicated engineering team will offer an emergency breakdown service to all drivers taking part in the trial and insurance costs will be picked up by Riversimple.  For more details, email fiona@riversimple.com or call 01597 821060.
Recruitment of the beta-testers marks the start of the company’s ambitious plans to kick-start hydrogen infrastructure in the UK by developing a community of users around a single hydrogen refuelling station. 
Over the next 20 years, Riversimple plans to build a distributed network of compact and efficient manufacturing plants that will regenerate communities and create jobs.
The Rasa is currently believed to be the greenest car designed for ordinary road use and emits just water. It is the culmination of 15 years of research and development by a team that includes ex-F1 and aerospace engineers and was launched in spring 2016 to huge acclaim. It is powered by a small hydrogen fuel cell, as well as energy recaptured from braking. 
Note to editors:
Riversimple’s €2m grant from the European Union is part of an existing project that is not affected by the UK referendum result to leave the EU. The company is a consortium member of SWARM 
(Demonstration of Small 4-wheel fuel cell passenger vehicle Applications in Regional and Municipal transport). 
ends

Media Contact: Catherine Kelly +44 (0)7704 130226 ckellypr@gmail.com 

Visit Riversimple.com to find out more. New film ‘Making sustainability profitable’ explaining business model and updates. This video introduces the team and the business. Further images can be accessed here.  Follow and like us at Twitter @riversimple, Facebook, 

LinkedIn, YouTube and Instagram
[image: image3.jpg]


[image: image4.png]


[image: image5.png]




[image: image1]
Riversimple is a consortium member of SWARM (Demonstration of Small 4-wheel fuel cell passenger vehicle Applications in Regional and Municipal transport). SWARM has received FCH-JU (Fuel Cells and Hydrogen Joint Undertaking) research funding from the European Union.
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